actively protect this critical life source.
“The message of my film is the relation
ship of people to the river,” says Pham. “It
affects the way that people think — not
only from the present, but also from the
past. The attachment to the river is not
something we can separate.”
“The Unseen River” will be available on
line, free of charge, on August 05 – 15,
2020 on a platform with unrestricted
worldwide access in order to reach the
widest possible audience. However, the
viewing will only be accessible for a total
of 1590 viewers, matching the amount of
people who can attend the physical
screenings of the shorts in Locarno each
year.

“The Unseen River” by Pham Ngoc Lan will
participate in the prestigious Pardi di domani.
Luang Prabang, 14 July 2020 — Yester
day, Locarno 2020 – For the Future of
Films announced that “The Unseen
River” (“Dòng Sông Không Nhìn Thấy”)
has been selected to internationally pre
miere at Locarno’s Pardi di domani shorts
competition.
Produced by the Luang Prabang Film
Festival (LPFF), “The Unseen River” is
one of five short films from the MEKONG
2030 anthology, a collection of narratives
that envision the future of the Mekong
River from different national and cultural
perspectives within the region.
Directed by Pham Ngoc Lan, this is the
Vietnamese filmmaker’s fourth short film,

preceded by “Blessed Land” (Drama 19’,
2019), “Another City” (Drama, 25’, 2016),
and “The Story of Ones” (Documentary,
10’, 2011).
“The Unseen River” follows Mrs. Nguyen
(Minh Chau), a woman traveling upstream
to a hydroelectric power plant to meet her
lover from 30 years prior, and Thuc
(Wean), a sleepless boy, traveling down
stream to meet a monk who cures insom
nia. Through carefully crafted cinema
tography and dialogue, the film examines
the metaphorical connection between the
Mekong River, time, and sleep.
The film, along with the other four shorts
in the MEKONG 2030 anthology, was born
out of an urgent need to shine light on the
challenges faced by the Mekong River.
Set in the year 2030, the narratives aim
both to entertain and inspire audiences to

The short will also be screening with
MEKONG 2030 online at the Krakow
Green Film Festival (16 – 23 Aug), Kota
Kinabalu International Film Festival (05 –
12 Sep) and in theatres at Five Flavours
(25 Nov – 2 Dec) in Warsaw.
The other four short films in MEKONG
2030 are: “Soul River” (dir. Kulikar Sotho,
Cambodia), “The Che Brother” (dir.
Anysay Keola, Laos), “The Forgotten
Voices of the Mekong” (dir. Sai Naw
Kham, Myanmar) and “The Line” (dir.
Anocha Suwichakornpong, Thailand).
MEKONG 2030 is funded by The Asia
Foundation, Heinrich Böll Stiftung Foun
dation, Oxfam, and Mekong River Com
mission.

